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A teacher helps a young girl learn that some of the best scientific lessons come from the world around us
The Author of Little Frisky.
Miss Alice's Story
Cleveland: Ingham & Bragg, [c. 1860]. Presumed First Edition. Original publisher's cloth
binding embossed in blind. Spine gently rolled, and binding fairly faded and rubbed.
Textblock secure. Some toning and light scattered foxing throughout, otherwise unmarked
and pleasing. Gilt plate from the Saxony Thread Edging company to the rear pastedown (a
reference from the Library of Congress suggests the company was operating in Iowa in
1855). Diminutive in size, measuring 110 x 70mm. 56 pages and including frontis. A scarce
children's education book, which does not appear in any of the standard bibliographies.
While an undated New York imprint appears in OCLC and is listed at a mere 4 institutions,
the present Cleveland imprint is unrecorded with the present being the only known
example.
Miss Alice's Story urges little girls to consider the wealth of educational opportunities that
exist if they observe their own surroundings. As it opens, readers meet 9 year old friends
Ellen Laurie and Clara Ford as they depart school and make plans to spend a summer Saturday together. Plans fall
through when Ellen's parents instruct her to stay home in preparation for upcoming vacation travel; and Clara
struggles with jealousy because "Clara had always wanted to go on a journey, but up to this time her travels had been
nothing more than a visit to her aunt's." Rather than stay in a pout, Clara is brought round by Miss Alice, "a young
lady who was a teacher in the High School.” Like the citizen scientists of her generation, Miss Alice is highly aware
that some women may be limited to learning opportunities in and around their homes; and she knows how to make
the most of them. Thus she urges Clara, "Have you seen everything that is worth seeing at home, my dear?...If you
were to set yourself about it, I dare say you might every day find out something which you never knew before...A
professor of natural history whose lectures on botany I used to attend had spent years in studying merely
grasses…Everything can teach us something if we only keep our eyes open and try to learn." (Item #4273)
Price: $1,500

The first of Bennett's books to be released in the new Republic, shaping a growing conversation about
women's education
Bennett, Rev. John.
Letters to a Young Lady on a Variety of Subjects: Calculated to Improve the Heart, to
Inform the Manners, and Enlighten the Understanding
Hartford [CT]: Hudson & Goodwin, 1791. First American edition. Two volumes
bound in one. Contemporary calf rebacked to style with morocco spine label. A tight,
square copy. Contemporary ownership signature of Mary L. Hurd to header of first
title page; pencil equations to the rear pastedown. Light scattered foxing and toning
throughout, as is common in American imprints of this period; closed tear to the inner
margin of 17-18 not affecting text. In all, pleasing and unmarked. Collating xii, 142;
[2], 155, [1]: complete, including half and full titles for both. A scarce and early work
on women's education, predating the American release of Bennett's Strictures on
Female Education by one year, it was one of the earliest and most progressive titles
on the subject to be printed in the young Republic. ESTC reports 8 institutions with
copies worldwide (and only 2 of the London first edition of 1789). It appears only twice in the modern auction
record,
in
1986
and
2002.
The
present
is
the
only
copy
on
the
market.

The American seminary movement, establishing rigorous institutions for women's higher education, would not begin
until 1821. Three decades before, only 15 years into the founding of the Republic, the American release of John
Bennett's Letters to a Young Lady Bennett's Letters to a Young Lady helped initiate a conversation about how the
new nation would approach the education of its girls. Epistolary in form, the book contains a series of letters from
a gentleman to a young woman Lucy after the loss of her mother, to whose care her education would have fallen.
The gentleman acknowledges that she likely has plenty of guidance in religion, but that more worldly knowledge is
more difficult for women to acquire because of the lack of structures provided to them. Much of what they learn is
derived, problematically, from their society. "The education of women is unfortunately directed rather to such
accomplishments as will enable them to make noise and sparkle in the world, than to those qualities which might
ensure their comfort here." Across his letters, he directs Lucy to learn more substantial lessons from the works of
the humanists. One year later, Bennett's more structured Strictures on Female Education would push readers to see
that women could not take on sole responsibility for their learning, but should be provided rigorous schools.
ESTC W13575. (Item #3932)
$3,000

Twenty four original educational dramas by the first woman to educate European princes
Genlis, [Stephanie] the Countess of.
Theatre of Education (in 4 vols.)
London: T. Cadell, P. Elmsly, and T. Durham, 1781. First edition in
English. Contemporary polished calf with morocco labels and gilt to spines. Joints
professionally strengthened on all volumes. A wide-margined copy, with pages
measuring 130 x 200mm; it is internally fresh, bright, and unmarked. Bookplate of
Jonathan Nevin to front pastedown of volume I; illegible pencil inscription to rear
pastedown of volume III; contemporary ownership signature of Charlotte Sophia Home
to front endpaper of volume IV. Upper margins of full title pages excised (likely to
remove a signature) not affecting any text. Collating [4], 522, [2]; [4], 463, [1, blank]; [4],
432; [4], 408: complete including half and full titles and advertisements to all volumes.
According to ESTC, the first edition was not issued with plates or illustrations, though
some catalogue entries note a later-inserted frontis to some copies. ESTC further reports
20 copies worldwide, with the caveat that many are "held as mixed sets containing one
or more volumes from the 2d edition," making full first edition sets more rare. With the last copy at auction selling
in 1907 and the present as the only one available on the market, this early women's education text has become quite
scarce.
"A prodigious writer of novels and educational treatises, Stephanie the Countess of Genlis became the first woman
to serve as the governor of royal princes when she was appointed to direct the education of the children of Phillipe,
Duke d'Orleans...Madame de Genlis proved herself a rigorous instructor not only in academic subjects like geometry
and mathematics...but also in stressing the importance of charity and good works among the poor" (Encyclopedia).
While a decade later she would create a more overt treatise in favor of universal education of boys and girls (Discours
sur l'education publique de peuple, 1791), the present work was among her earliest on the topic. Appearing for the
first time in English in 1781, the Theatre of Education contains 24 original plays by Genlis, which correspond to her
Rousseauian philosophy that schooling assist children in maintaining their innate goodness while participating in
communities that are ultimately a corruptive presence (Emile). Genlis' frequent focus on young female characters
implies a concern that such readers are less likely to get formal instruction on navigating the social constructs around
them; meanwhile the conversational format and distillation of more complex concepts through entertainment would
soon become a standard in women's education, picked up by scientists such as Priscilla Wakefield and Jane Marcet.
ESTC T127391. (Item #4259).
$3,750

Young women engage Socratically over questions of mind, matter, instinct, and faith
Gould, Lena M.
A student at the Young Ladies Institute of Auburn, New York takes
notes on Intellectual, Religious, and Moral Science Colloquies
Auburn, NY: 1867. Full sheep record book stamped in gilt on spine and
boards. Foot of spine perished and boards rubbed; front hinge cracked
but holding. Containing 113 manuscript pages in the hand of Lena M.
Gould, daughter of Michigan businessman Amos Gould, during her
time as a student at a New York women's seminary. The notebook
contains three key sections: notes and short essays for her Intellectual
Colloquy (35 pages), notes and short essays for a colloquy on religion
(35 pages), notes keeping a running dialogue of commentary
documenting discussion of her and classmates in her Moral Philosophy
Colloquy (43 pages). The result is a research rich document not only
revealing one young woman grappling with ethical questions of the
world, but further showing how she and her peers used a space of higher
learning to debate, raise more complex questions, and rely on each other
to
improve
their
understanding.
Lena was 18 years old at the time she recorded these notes at the Young Ladies Institute of Auburn New York, far
away from the town of Owasso, Michigan, where her father was prominent businessman (as such, his papers are
now housed at the University of Michigan). It was a rigorous school whose graduates included Elizabeth Custer, and
it took Lena out of her safe and familiar Midwestern home to the far reach of upstate New York. While the present
notebook is limited to three classes in her final year, it is an incredibly revealing document. Here, we see the near
final product of the institute -- a young woman articulating complex questions about the world, and capable of
engaging with others in discussion about them.
The first two sections show the Socratic method being used in the institute's classrooms. Lena copies out a broad
question provided by the teacher, for example, "What is meant by the essence of mind versus matter?, " "Is the life
of the vegetable and the animal alike?," or "Can you give satisfactory reasons for believing the bible to be from God
and not the invention of man?" Then, drawing on her own research and deduction she composes essays on the
topics. It is notable that she is not required to provide answers only; indeed, her essays are rife with further questions
designed to complicate the topic and unpack its relationships to other concepts, including instinct, sentience, and
faith. The final section shows Lena engaging with her peers in this same fashion. A question posed by the instructor
leads the women to discuss with each other -- and Lena is careful to note classmates' names like characters speaking
in a play. She even names herself in the third person, recording her responses and contributions. The result is striking;
and it suggests that these three courses were not taken simultaneously, but were designed to unfold one after the
other, training the young women to become logical thinkers as well as orators. In many ways, the notebook troubles
stereotypes of Victorian women's education being limited to domestic graces and "feminine" arts. Sadly, like so many
women of the age, Lena would die young in childbirth only ten years later, according to town census and grave
records. Unable to use her education to create long-term change in her lifetime, this surviving record is her legacy.
(Item #3419). $1,950

A scarce cookery predating the government's passage of laws ensuring nutritious food to be served in
schools
[Health and Childcare].
A Practical Cookery Book for Use in Day and Evening Schools.
London and Manchester: John Haywood, [c.1903]. First edition. Original pictorial
boards with cloth to spine. 76 pages. Faint toning to edges of covers but surprisingly
clean overall. Early ownership signature of "Sarah Askworth...1906" to the verso of
the front cover and overlaid with tape. Lightly toned throughout, but otherwise
unmarked without the signs of kitchen use common in such books. Scarce in trade,
OCLC reports no copies of the present work at institutions.
"Around the year 1900 there was a concern about the physical state of the people of
Britain. Even though there had been tremendous efforts in the late 19th century to
provide better public health, housing, and education, many children were still no
more healthy than they had been back in the 1840s. The new Liberal government
elected in 1906 passed various measures to try to deal with this problem....and they
gave permission for schools to offer meals to their pupils" (National Archives). Efforts to consider the link
between education and nutrition had begun in the lead-up to the laws, however; and the present work is a scarce
surviving example of such a cookery. Its compilers note in the preface "This collection of Recipes has been
prepared specially for Day and Evening Schools. The instructions of the Education Department...have been
embodied." Given the book's brevity, it contains a multitude of basic, nutritious and locally accessible foods
that can be combined for a variety of different meals -- always with an eye to giving growing students the fuel
they need to grow and thrive in their schooldays. Near Fine. (3158)
$1,300

A recipe book that aided social mobility, teaching middle class women to fit their breakfast tables
like gentry
[Hill, Georgiana].
The Breakfast Book: A Cookery Book for the Morning Meal, of Breakfast Table.
London: Richard Bentley, 1865. First edition. Original green publisher's cloth
binding embossed in blind with gilt to spine. Yellow endpapers. A beautiful survivor
of the kitchen, with minimal external wear and internal pages uniformly toned but
unstained and clean. Front inner hinge cracked but holding well. Bookseller's
blindstamp to front and rear endpapers; two contemporary ownership signatures on
front endpaper. Collating xii, 139, [1, blank]: complete. Scarce in trade and
institutionally, OCLC reports 12 copies worldwide (4 of these in the US).
A cook book that signaled the buying power and the shifting needs of middle and
working class women, Georgiana Hill's Breakfast Book aided its audience in quickly
and efficiently answering an increasingly frequent question in their homemanagement. She opens, "What shall we have for dinner, is a question easily
answered; but what can we have for breakfast is quite another thing. The object of this work is to solve this
domestic difficulty." After all, while the infamous full English breakfast had existed since the 13th century, it
was a hallmark of elite households and country estates. "It wasn't until the Industrial Revolution that the English
breakfast became not just a meal for the wealthy, but for the masses as well...for aspirational Victorians,
breakfast was an opportunity to demonstrate wealth and good taste" (Bruce). The present work, written by a
single woman of the middle class, approached the issue with clarity and knowledge of its audience's needs. By

presenting a book broken down into common family breakfasts, dishes quickly prepared, and then a selection
of dishes that could be mixed or matched based on the size and need of the dining party, Hill aided women
with social mobility. She educated them into more sophisticated household management, encouraged them to
rise to the occasion as household authorities. Near Fine. (4071)
$1,650

The father of modern psychology advises men on honestly assessing their skills and fitness for
employment
Huarte, John [Richard Carew, trans.].
Examen de Ingenios. The Examination of Men's Wits. In which, by discovering the
varietie of natures is shewed for what profession each one is apt…
London: Printed by Adam Islip for C. Hunt, 1594. First English language
edition. Considered the first surviving edition, with the only example of a fragment
of the 1592 edition existing in four leaves held at the BL. Contemporary limp vellum
with a portion of the ties still present. Separating from text block at lower spine but
still holding. Early ownership signature of Thomas Mascall 1679 to front endpaper;
early annotation to title page reads "Non est mortale quod opto. R. Berd." Brief and
faint quotation in Latin in the same hand to the recto of the rear endpaper. Faint
dampstaining to front endpapers. Collates [16], 333, [3]: complete, with loss to the
upper corner of pages 115-116 affecting 13 lines of text. Huarte, considered the
father of modern psychology, released this work in 1575 and found disfavor during
the Inquisition, causing his book to be banned in Spain. It was followed soon after
publication by an Italian translation, from whence Richard Carew produced the
present first English edition. Scarce institutionally and in trade, ESTC records only 6 copies, the present is the only
first
edition
on
the
market
and
last
appeared
at
auction
in
1937.
"The souls of all men are equal, according to Huarte, but the four bodily humours occur in different proportions in
each man" and this individual balance, combined with a man's domestic life and education, affect his fitness for
particular types of work and his ability to succeed in that work (OCSL). Huarte urges educators to recognize that a
child has predetermined abilities based on these factors and can only excel where natural inclination exists. "If a child
have not the disposition and abilitie which is requisite for that science whereunto he will addict himselfe, it is a
superfluous labour to be instructed therein by good schoolmaisters." It is therefore necessary for schoolmasters to
learn where their students' strengths lie. “Huarte is certainly in accord with later educational writers in his emphasis
on self-activity as the principle of the human soul, in his theory of the
effect of climate on character, in his idea of heredity and the influence
of dieting on temperament, and thence on educational processes”
(Monroe). ESTC S2748. (Item #3463).
$7,500

Two diaries reflecting on education, women’s unpaid labor, the realities of pregnancy
outside marriage, and the dangers of pandemic
Marden, Ruth.
Pair of diaries documenting two important years in the life of a young
woman
Madison, Maine: 1909, 1919. Pair of diaries, totaling 752 pages in a single
hand, both from Madison, Maine resident and teacher Ruth Marden.
First diary comprised of 371 pages, with the ownership signature of Ruth
Marden to header of title page. In addition to 365 detailed entries for the
year, she includes an additional 6 pages of gifts recorded, addresses, and

birthdays to the rear. Red cloth with gilt to spine and front board; all edges gilt. Second diary comprised of 381 pages
in Ruth's more mature hand. In addition to densely packing all 365 entries for the year 1919, she keeps an additional
16 pages listing gifts, expenses, visits, addresses, pamphlets distributed, and letters written or received. Green brocade
with gilt to front board and all edges gilt; 1919-1920 calendar endpapers. Measures 4 x 4.75 inches. An exceptionally
rich pair, containing details about cuisine (both domestic and public), teacher training and the daily life of female
teachers, familial and community relationships in the rural Northeast, religion, politics, the spread and treatment of
disease, the role of female friendships, the links between education and liberal politics, the expansion of women's
mobility and travel, women's fashion and gift giving, and women's reading and activism.
Ruth Marden's diaries unfold first when she is age 18 and later when she is age 28, providing researchers a unique
opportunity to study the changes not only in American society across a decade, but also how they specifically affect
one young woman and her family. In the earlier diary, readers witness Ruth balance school and family. She lives at
home with her parents and siblings, often taking on caretaking for the toddler Esther and assisting their hired girl
Lulu in domestic chores. Meanwhile, she also attends school, takes music lessons, and opts to continue her education
to become a teacher. Across this year, Ruth's eyes are increasingly opened to the dangers and unfairness of the world
-- from Lulu getting pregnant and needing someone to "stand up" for her, to witnessing minstrel shows, to seeing
her parents resist the local school's corporal punishment practices, to Esther's contracting of diptheria and
consequent quarantine and illness. Part of what appears to be an active and activist family, she also discusses
becoming a member and participating in the Order of the Eastern Star, a women's philanthropic group linked to the
Masons.
By the second diary, Ruth is a working woman. In addition to her teaching responsibilities, she continues work with
the Eastern Star as well as managing the family's domestic life. It is a balance that seems harder to manage, and she
struggles to maintain patience. Her brothers have married and set up their own homes. Esther is a young teenager
coming of age. And the world around them is reeling from the aftermath of the First World War. Her best friend
Clara contracts what appears to be the 1918 flu, and she documents not only the care she extends, but also her
personal fears about loss. As readers watch Ruth engage with many of the same people as she did in 1909, they are
also introduced to a wider community of teachers and friends with whom Ruth interacts in her adulthood, who push
her to consider new ideas about life and her place in the world. (Item #3958). $2,250

A pioneer of early childhood education calls upon women to encourage physical activity that will develop
infants' intellects
Marwedel, Emma.
Childhood's Poetry & Studies, in the life, form, and colours of nature
London: Kenny & Co., 1888. First edition. Two parts in one, collating 20; 42, [2]: complete
with two folding plates bound in at rear. Recent marbled wrappers with title to front. Faint
soiling to title and small chip to outer corner of final plate, but in all an extremely pleasing
copy. A scarce work on early childhood education and development, OCLC reports 6
institutional copies (3 of these in the U.S.), with this being the only copy on the market.
Instrumental in promoting the kindergarten movement in the United States, Emma
Marwedel was a believer in the Pestalozzi whole-child methods of early education. "Her
work made a deep impression on the visiting Elizabeth Palmer Peabody" and would lead to
a long term partnership between the two, as Marwedel sought to open kindergartens and
develop kindergarten teacher training in New York and California (Britannica). The present
work opens with instructions to guide mothers in the use of games and physical activities
that will encourage their infants to expand in curiosity and develop their intellectual capacities through play; the
second part, in continuation, provides a guide to using diagrams that teach form and color to young children.
Marwedel was integral to bringing Froebel and Pestalozzi's ideas on childhood development to the U.S. and shaped
progressive views on the intellectual and creative capacities of children. (Item #4037).
$1,350

A scarce English and Cantonese cookery
Nanking Chapter, American Red Cross in China.
American Red Cross Book of Recipes for the Use of Chinese Foodstuffs. The ABCs of War Time
Economy
Shanghai: Presbyterian Mission Press, 1918. First edition. Quarter cloth over pictorial drab boards.
Early ownership signature to upper front board, and some faint soiling mostly to spine and edges.
Textblock firm and square, measuring 210 x 130mm. Internally a surprisingly fresh copy, collating
complete with adverts to front and rear: [12], 138, [16]. Introducing a range of "native products" to
Americans living in the region, the cookery reflects a growing need for nutritious recipes and supply
chain substitutions in wartime. The sole copy on the market, OCLC reports only 7 copies.
The only Chinese-published cookbook "to deal only with native products and recipes that could be
made from them." In their preface to this new cookery, the committee for the Women's Auxiliary
explains in clear terms what sets their cookery apart. "This book was definitely war product. It was
prepared with two ideas in view: that of utilizing local products as substitutes for the home imported
foodstuffs, and, secondly, that of reducing the cost of living. It was different from all other cook
books that had been published in China for foreigners' use in that it dealt only with native products
and recipes that could be made from them." While some recipes are titles in English only, the
compilers included Cantonese translations wherever possible, in addition to including a glossary at
the rear called Hints for the Housekeeper as well as a List of Terms Necessary in Food Preparation,
which both provide translations and pronunciations for Cantonese words related to food and
household cleaning products. During and after WWI, Shanghai had become a space of rich and problematic
interactions between cultures. In addition to rising Western military forces, its reputation as the "Paris of the East"
drove in American and British tourists while, later, large residential areas were being built in the north due to war
concessions. Opium smuggling, prostitution, and a spreading wealth gap caused friction. The Women's Auxiliary
sought to use the kitchen as a positive space for the exchange of food, language, and ideas. Near Fine (Item
#4224).
$2,500

On women's place in the scholarly study of child development, a lecture presented by the first female PhD from
Berkeley
Shinn, Miss Millicent W.
The Baby's Mind: A Study for College Women. A paper presented to the Association of
Collegiate Alumnae
[N.P.]: [Association of Collegiate Alumnae], 1894. Offprint. Series II, No 52 of the
association's serial. 11, [1, blank]: complete. Disbound but holding together well. Two stabholes near the gutter of the document, affecting some text. Offsetting near spine and to lower
margin of first leaf. Small closed tears to bottom margin of rear wrap. Previous ownership
signature of Ellen P. Carson to top corner of first page. A scarce pamphlet on child
psychology by the first woman PhD from the University of California, Berkeley; only one
copy
of
the
present
work
is
listed
on
OCLC.
Millicent Shinn, the first woman to earn a PhD from Berkeley and the eleventh overall in the
U.S., began her career as a child psychologist at home, after the birth of her daughter Ruth.
Shinn compiled over three years of data on her child, in a frame similar to that of researcher
Wilhelm Preyer. "As a result of this record Shinn was invited to speak at the World's
Columbian Exposition in Chicago in 1893...as a result of her presentation, Shinn received several invitations for
graduate study at several prestigious schools," and she chose her alma mater of Berkeley (Feminist Voices). Her
cutting-edge work on child development dove-tailed with an increasing commitment to women's rights. She

published influential work such as The Biography of a Baby; but she also produced articles such as The Marriage
Rate of College Women, which explained educated women's lower marriage rates as a result of increased financial
independence and a greater ability to be discriminating in choice of a mate. The present lecture is a prime example
of Shinn using her position in her academic field to carve out greater space for women; for while she discusses
advances in studying child development, she also decries the barriers to women's entry into the field. "The great
growth of graduate work in American universities and the large number of men in them looking eagerly for new
chances of research make it sure than abundance of our trained workers will soon be in the field...Now what reason
is there that women should not be among these?...The way is to open the first step, in the graduate courses now
unavailable in biology and psychology...It is to the younger women of this Association that such a choice is
open.".(Item #3190).
$1,650

A scarce, early, and important example of a work designed to invite women into the study of mathematics
Thacker, Anthony.
A Miscellany of Mathematical Problems
Birmingham: Thomas Aris, 1743. First edition. Two volumes bound in one, as called
for by ESTC, with the first and only edition of Thacker's New Method, and the first
edition of two total for Thacker's A Treatise. Contemporary half calf over marbled
boards with morocco label and gilt to spine. All edges stained bright red. Armorial
Macclesfield South Library bookplate to front pastedown and blindstamp of the same
to title page. Outside and in, a remarkably Fine copy, measuring 195 x 120mm and
collating x, 210; [iii]-viii, 115, [1, blank], [2, errata]: bound without half title to volume
II, else complete with both full titles and the errata sheet bound to the end of volume
II rather than between signatures A and B as described in ESTC. A scarce, early, and
important example of a work designed to invite women into the study of mathematics,
there are no other copies on the market. ESTC reports copies at only 9 institutions (3
of those in the U.S.), and it does not appear in the modern auction record.
Though Anthony Thacker had clearly intended for his series of mathematical works
to expand, his death the year after this publication made that goal impossible. Thus,
though the title page of A Miscellany declares itself as being "in three volumes," it
only ever existed in one; and while A Treatise was initiated by "the late genius" it was
completed by his colleague William Brown. A project cut short, Thacker's mathematical texts addressed both men
and women interested in formal arithmetical study. His language and sources make clear that any sex has the capacity
to engage and advance in the study of numbers; in this sense, Thacker encouraged the expansion of women's
education that was occurring in the late 17th and early 18th centuries. As "several prominent men, including John
Locke and William Law...stressed the importance of the education of women in their roles as mothers, others adapted
this view to apply to the possibility of female school teachers," making it possible for more women "to receive an
academic education to fulfill a particularly academic vocation" (O'Day). Books for at-home study like this one,
marketed to anyone desirous of "Improvement of the Analytic Art" and drawing on problems and equations in "Sir
Isaac Newton's Universal Artithmetic...the Ladies Diary...and the Gentleman and Ladies Diaries," were crucial. The
rigorous problems, clear explanations, and numerous applications of the problems in Thacker's texts made it possible
for more women to gain skills that could aid them in daily tasks of domestic management or the running of family
businesses; it also made women more capable of pursuing academic study and careers. (Item #4088). $4,250

A young woman's training to teach the next generation of Americans
Wagner, Ida S.
Practical Teaching. Bloomsburg State Normal School.
Bloomsburg, PA: c. 1888. Manuscript notebook composed by Ida Sylva
Wagner, a young woman training to become a teacher at the Bloomsburg
State Normal School (now Bloomsburg University of Pennsylvania)
between 1888-1889. Comprised of 88 pages in ink and pencil, blending
lecture and reading notes with what appear to be Ida’s own drafts of
analytic essays, practice lesson plans, and examination questions.
Quarter cloth over marbled boards, measuring 5.5 x 8.5 inches. Shelfwear to extremities and hinges tender but holding. Text block overall
tight, with mild toning not affecting text. Wagner's ownership signature
and school information on front paste-down; second ownership
signature along with Wagner's later teaching location on rear pastedown. A dense resource with research possibilities including but not limited to the fields of history of pedagogy,
history of American higher education, women’s education and employment, and gender studies.
Established in 1869, the Bloomsburg State Normal School aimed to provide rigorous teacher training to ensure that
regional educators could “teach the youth elements of classical education” (Bloomsburg University). State census
records show that she would have been 22 at the time of this class, and that she later moved to Luzerne County to
work as a teacher after graduation. This notebook rigorously documents her work in an advanced Practical Teaching
course, which provided pedagogical methodology as well as requiring students to put methods into practice by
designing usable teaching materials. Ida’s notebook is roughly divided into sections, with blanks separating each; and
they include practical notes including Introductory Consideration, Foundations and Principles, Length of Recitation,
Object Lessons, and Plan of Lessons as well as sample content for lessons such as Primary Reading, Primary
Numbers, and Rules of Grammar. In her hand, Ida reflects on the importance of theory and practice, noting “The
powers of the child which demand the teacher’s attention are the physical, the intellectual, the moral, and the
spiritual…before knowing can take place, there must be something to know, and the thing to be known must affect
its appropriate sense.” This guiding principle clearly shapes the class, and Ida’s notes show that she is being trained
in the “something to know” (for example, the 15 pages of vocabulary, pronunciations, and definitions) as well as the
“affecting its appropriate sense” (for example, the 46 initial pages on methods for shaping appropriate lessons).
(Item #2180) $1,050

Only edition of the charitable cook book raising funds for the alma mater of the first
woman to be granted an MD
Woman's Board of the Medical & Surgical Hospital of Geneva.
The Geneva Cook Book.
Geneva, NY: Press of W. F. Humphrey, 1895. First Edition. Original gold
and white publisher's cloth binding, with title and decorative motif stamped
in blue to the front board. Gentle rubbing to boards, but externally pleasing
overall. Front hinge cracked and rear starting, but both holding well.
Contemporary ownership signature of "Edith E. Dunning. Auburn, NY"
to front endpaper. Some pages bear slight chipping or toning to the edges
not affecting text; a clean, about Near Fine copy internally with none of the
expected signs of kitchen use. Contemporary advertisements throughout.
Includes 8 pages of contemporary handwritten recipes and a calling card
inserted loosely at the front; notation in pencil to verso of rear endpaper,
else unmarked. An excellent and research rich copy of this rare charitable

cookery book, which is currently the only one known on the market. OCLC reports only 5 examples at
institutions worldwide.
First and only edition of this charitable women's cookery, which was produced "for the instruction of women
in Culinary Science" with the goal "not only to increase the fund already in the Treasury which ultimately is to
be appropriated for the equipment of that institution, but also to contribute a book which shall be of practical
use to all house-keepers." A group of educated women, the Board compiling the cook book viewed housekeeping as an occupation that required knowledge and scientific workability. They reveal in the preface that all
recipes were researched and vetted to ensure that they created "a work of real merit," and their title page
contains an epigram from Ruskin praising women's roles as sorcerers, chemists, and "loaf-givers." Including a
range of recipes from breads and cheeses, to chafing dish meals, to meats, sauces, and salads, the book also
contains advice on different service for lunch and dinner. The recipes' clear and easy to follow instructions
suggest its compilers recognized the busy lives of women running homes, and that they opted to assist in making
domestic cookery straightforward and efficient. Notably, the Geneva Hospital which the Woman's Board
supported was connected to Geneva Medical College, which only 45 years prior had made history by granting
an M.D. to Elizabeth Blackwell, the first degreed female doctor in the U.S. (4174) $1,850
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