Dear Diary: Seven Women’s Manuscripts, 1877-1938
This week we draw together manuscripts by seven different women who, despite being separated by
region, time, economic class, and political views, nevertheless shared a common impulse to commit
their inner thoughts to paper. Because of their belief in the value of their daily experiences, we know
their names, we learn about their resilience in facing global pandemic, we celebrate their increased
mobility, we witness climate change and its effects alongside them. Diaries are listed chronologically.
Peruse, and reach out if there is something that is a complement to your collection – we are always
happy to work on terms that fit libraries’ fiscal year needs, and are particularly flexible on invoicing
and shipping given the closures affecting some acquisitions departments. In the event that you have
specific collecting goals and would like to discuss them with us, we invite you to reach out via phone
or email Tuesday-Saturday when our liaison to institutional clientele is on site.
All items subject to prior purchase.
Descriptions of all items are abbreviated. For full descriptions and images, or to access our full
inventory, please visit WhitmoreRareBooks.com.
For inquiries and orders, please contact Miranda directly:
miranda@whitmorerarebooks.com or 626-714-7720

121 E. Union St. Pasadena, CA 91103. 626-714-7720

Including book club reading lists, notes reflecting her fascination with ancient history, and
practical lists for travel and correspondence
1.
Elizabeth B. Williams.
Manuscript notebook of a Greenwich Village woman, documenting her
reading, study, and travels.
[New York]: 1877-1899. Soft-bound sheep over card with rubbing to
extremities and some loss to spine. Ownership signature to third blank:
"Elizabeth B. Williams. 34 West 17th Street. January 1st 1877." Comprised
of 32 handwritten pages providing a glimpse into the bohemian life of an
educated woman living in New York at the turn of the century.
By the time of this notebook's use, New York's Greenwich Village had gained
a reputation as a haven for artists, writers, and musicians. Boarding houses
and bachelor flats, like the well-known Benedick Building, made the Village
an affordable place even for single people to find housing that was safe and
affordable. The brownstone building that Elizabeth lists as hers in the
ownership signature, in fact, still exists, allowing us to imagine the space in
which this manuscript was used. While we've been unable to locate
information on Elizabeth's history, the pages here reveal her to be a woman interested in history, reading, and music. 13
pages focus on a range of historical facts -- including historical timelines of the Hebrews, lists of British monarchs and
American presidents, notes on the genres of authors from the Renaissance to Romantic period, and the history of
landmarks in London. 4 pages, with her hand notably sloppier as if writing while working, make notes on musical scales
and techniques for effective fingering while playing. And 9 pages reveal that for a number of years, Elizabeth was involved
in a Book Club, as she keeps track of her reading lists for meetings by month and year (including Harriet Beecher Stowe,
Annie Fields, and Edna Lyall as well as books on Victorian Literature, Social Life in Old Virginia, and histories of England
and Korea -- 64 titles in all). Elizabeth's life was not confined to New York, however. She dedicates 2 pages, for example,
to a packing list for a voyage, detailing the clothes she'll need in her trunk. Another 3 pages list addresses for friends in
New York, New Jersey, Ohio, and Illinois to whom she'll send letters while away. Within these pages exist opportunities
for researchers to explore genealogy, practices of self-education through reading, book clubs and reading habits, lifestyles
of women living in New York at the turn of the century, musical practice, and paleography. (2984) $1,050

A young woman oversees laborers, social visits, and reports on community and losses
2. Amanda L. Rockefeller.
A single woman manages the family household, documenting its activities
across five years.
Glenco Mills, New York: 1880-1885. Quarter sheep over marbled boards,
measuring 8 x 10 inches with scuffing to extremities. Ownership signature
of Amanda L. Rockefeller, Glenco New York to the front endpaper.
Comprised of 354 densely written pages documenting the daily comingsand-goings at her father Jonas W. Rockefeller's house, where she would
eventually take over the duties of hostess following her mother Jane's death
ten years later. Census records for Glenco show that by 1910, she remained
single and had even taken over as head over household following her
father's death. But in the period documented in the present caller diary,
Amanda was in her mid 20s, learning how to schedule the family's social
calendar, manage relationships with tradesmen, and document major life events in her community.
At the time of Amanda's diary, the hamlet of Glenco Mills "contained a good flouring mill, saw-mill, several large shops,
a neat chapel of the Methodist Church, and about eighty inhabitants" including a sheriff, deputy, postmaster, and practicing
physician (Ellis, 1878). The Rockefeller family owned land and ran a thriving household. Amanda's social diary is rich with

information about local inhabitants' visits -- including numerous single and married women coming to share news,
exchange sewing and knitting, and generally keep her company. Many names, including Anne E. Moffat, Lizzie Haynor,
and Kate Hofner are regulars to the house and appear to live close by. Others, Amanda marks with the place of their
residence (New York, Dryden, and towns in Virginia and Ohio are common); these give a sense of how relationships
might spread geographically through Jonas' business and trading, through women in the family marrying and moving to
new locales, and through travel to resorts or tourist destinations.
Closely tied to those around her, Amanda also documents losses. "Died in Hudson of scarlet fever, Maud, daughter of
Nelson Boucher, Aged 7 years" she writes on April 27, 1883. "Died in Pittfield, Massachusetts of Diptheria, Mrs. Emma
Thrad, wife of William Adams, aged 19 years," she adds on 27 May. Such reports are frequent, and she adds in the
following weeks mention of funerals, condolence calls, and related visits to families. These reports can help researchers
learn more about the spread of disease in such communities, about community and individual responses, and to the degree
they were affecting certain gender or age groups. Indeed, while many men die, the reports seem skewed toward women
and girls -- perhaps because of Amanda's own relationships to them, perhaps because they were most vulnerable at the
time. (3493)
$1,200

A young traveler observes the modern prison system, attends service at an African
American church, and participates in school board meetings
3.
[Cora Fries].
A young woman documents her travels, providing a sense of her mobility,
historical curiosity, and activist engagement.
Ohio, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Washington DC, New York, Connecticut:
10 May - 31 July, 1892. Half sheep over cloth, measuring 8 x 10 inches.
Early bookseller's receipt laid in at front. Comprised of 92 handwritten
pages by an unnamed woman whom we have identified as Cora Fries (b.
1872) who turns 21 while traveling with her sister Anna from their home
in Ohio to visit relatives, school friends, and tourist attractions along the
East Coast. In addition to documenting their transportation, lodgings,
purchases and dress, Cora also records her experiences at a range of
historic sites. Not limited to visiting the Met, Coney Island, or the Capitol,
Cora also immerses herself in unfolding political and social events.
Traveling by rail, Cora notes that more cities are "lighted by electricity"; in urban areas "the houses are nearly all built right
out to the side walks" while suburban areas have "new houses being built back from the streets so they all have small
yards." In major cities she discusses the art at the Met and seeing the Statue of Liberty as well as visiting Washington's
home. But these, in many ways, pale in comparison to the less expected sites she visits. Near Allentown, she visits an iron
mine and witnesses the labors of the miners. In Treplertown she writes that "we girls went to the county infirmary and
went through it…They have over two hundred inmates and usually have more than at present." While in Hartford, she
opts to skip attending the white church in favor of hearing the sermon at an African American church, where she marvels
at a diversity not existent in her own farm town. She also visits "Weathersfield at the state prison" where she "saw the
prisoners at work...making boots and shoes. We did not see any of the women. Saw one quite young man who was in for
life" as well as getting a view of several cells to understand the prisoners' isolation. And during a visit to her school friend
Lizzie Beans, reports that she "knows something about board meetings now. They want new school books and met to
decide which to adopt. There were four agents from different publishing houses...There were seven teachers and five
ladies." An educated young woman expanding her horizons thanks to the increased mobility made possible by trains and
technologies, as well as by a network of friends and relatives, Cora's diary poses multiple research opportunities. Among
them are the history of travel and tourism, women's travel, genealogy, women's education, women's friendship networks,
social activism in healthcare, prison reform, and labor. (4372) $1,250

A teenager narrates her own growth into a worldly young woman at the turn of
the century
4. Mary Emma "Daisy" Spaight.
Manuscript diary of consul's daughter during her education in
Hanover.
Hannover, Germany: 1897. Black cloth over boards with tape label
to front board. Spine perished and boards soiled; but internally tight
and intact. Comprised of 193 pages (measuring 6.75 x 8") in the single
hand of fifteen year old Daisy Spaight (1882-1955), daughter of U.S.
Vice-Consul Dr. James Spaight and Esther Frances nee Babcock.
Documenting a key year in her evolution toward adulthood, Daisy's
diary contains a majority of entries in English, several in German, and
one in Chinese; it also contains three pages of taped in photos and
ephemera, five handwritten samples of musical notation and two
original sketches. In all, it is a fascinating and unique look into turnof-the-century adolescence shaped by heightened access to education,
travel, language, and music.
"If by chance I should lose this book And you by chance should find it - Remember Daisy is my name And Spaight comes
behind it. Black is the raven. Black is the rook. But blacker still is the wicked cow Who steals this book." So begins the
diary of a young woman raised in a diplomatic family, spending a year in Hanover to study German, French, and music.
As much as she asserts her own identity in the preliminaries, she is also trying throughout to define herself. Daisy is a
performer of cultured adult femininity. A US citizen born in Demerara, she enjoys telling people about her global
upbringing and keeps track of how many languages (and how well) her acquaintances speak. She records attending
performances of Goethe and Chopin. She makes reading lists. She pays close attention to her attire, noting "in the evening
I had on my new red dress - it looked lovely" (30 January) and reporting on shopping trips. She slips in and out of English
in her entries like the most cosmopolitan of people. Yet, we also get constant reminders that Daisy is still a child in many
ways. In one episode, for example, when she and a friend want to show a new photo to a young man of their acquaintance,
Raoul, she is first exuberant and then thrown into shock when "He came to the [hotel room] door to fetch it in shirt
sleeves, his braces hanging and his trousers open. I looked away quickly but we saw him quite well" (8 February).
Daisy's diary presents scholars with multiple directions for study, including but not limited to education of Americans in
Europe, the history of girls' education, the 19th century rise of travel and tourism, the history of adolescence and adolescent
development, language, paleography, music and music performance, courtship and etiquette, clothing and fashion, the
history of global politics, and genealogy. (3882)
$1,950

A sweeping archive of 29 diaries comprised of 2,464 pages spanning nearly 4 decades
5. Julia F. Richardson.
37 year archive of diaries documenting the life of one American woman from the turn of the century,
including the 1918 Pandemic, Suffrage, two World Wars, the Depression, and Climate Change.
Dracut, MA [and Illinois; California; Oregon; Maine]: 1901-1938. A dense and research-rich collection of material, and a
more concentrated social history than any we’ve handled before, containing opportunities for studying the vast matrices
shaping daily life for one woman across nearly four decades. Comprised of 29 diaries containing 2,464 handwritten pages
spanning 37 years, the present archive contains near-daily entries by a woman who not only documented the joys and
pains of her own family life, but also recorded how that life was shaped by the major historical events and movements
around her: the shift from the Victorian to the modern era, changing gender and race relations locally and nationally,
advances in technology, a global pandemic and its impacts on individuals and communities, two World Wars, the passage
of the 19th amendment and the expanding women’s movement, and the Great Depression.
Full description online. A detailed list of the archive's contents is available on request.
Julia F. Richardson (1851-1938) kept the following diaries from the age of 50 to shortly before her death at age 87. Writing
near-daily accounts of her adult life, we learn a great deal about her personal feeling, the dynamics of her family, and the
communities surrounding her. Though she lived her full life in Darcut, Massachusetts, a small farming community outside
Boston, she also documents extensive travel. Prior to the diaries beginning, Julia had wed George H.A. Richardson (18521905) in 1878 and had given birth to four children: Lester, Justus, Julia, and Mary. Diaries dated from those years record
Julia’s firsthand experiences of being widowed and watching her children mature into adulthood.
Julia’s attention to national and global events is keen – and she is a key example for researchers to study how intensely
intertwined these moments of history were for individuals. Throughout the diaries, Julia documents shifts in climate that
affect local agriculture as well as the family’s personal comfort; and she frequently pastes in news-clippings about extreme
snowstorms and droughts. Changing gender relations and women’s rights were on her mind; and Julia was involved in her
church committee and in women’s clubs, and often attended women's group meetings and suffrage parades. On November
1, 1920, she cast her first vote in the presidential race and voted for President Harding. Her ability to vote blended with
other aspects of the women’s movement, and after 1920 she begins taking advantage of expansions to railways and

interstates. In her travel journals, she writes extensively about a 1927 a cross-country train trip she took with her daughter
from Boston to Canada, traveling through Chicago, Colorado, California, and Washington.
While women’s rights were expanding and new technologies increased comfort, there were the horrors of the World Wars
and the 1918 Influenza Pandemic (historically called the Spanish Flu). These tragedies are closely tied for her. On
September 11, 1914, she comments: "The horrors of the European war are appalling to us all. It is carried on in such
magnitude with such fearful weapons and no definite result for either side." By 1918, a new enemy arrives closer to home,
and Julia discusses the impact of the pandemic brought to the region by soldiers training at nearby Camp Devon. Churches
and schools closed for weeks and no funeral was held for a cousin who died on account of the danger. On October 4,
1918: "The epidemic of influenza is very prevalent. More than 3,000 cases in Lowell. Schools, churches and all public
places closed on account of it. It seems to be all over the country." More than 20 million people worldwide died. These
numbers take on identities thanks to Julia’s entries; she records names, dates, and personal anecdotes about the dead as a
means for grieving.
The research possibilities of this archive are vast. They include but are by no means limited to: climate change and
agriculture, food supply chain, women’s suffrage and club movements, the impacts of politics on daily life, the history of
travel and transportation in the US, shifts in gender roles and family structures, gender and race in rural communities, the
spread of disease, individual and community responses to pandemic, the economic impacts of pandemic, personal
responses and histories of the world wars, genealogy, women’s social history. (3524)
$7,500

Before becoming one of the first women to exhibit at the San Francisco Museum of Art, a young
artist hones her craft
6. Ethel Shearer.
Book of a teenage artist, compiled before she rose to membership in the Association
of San Francisco Women Artists.
California: 1906-1910. Cloth cover over boards, measuring 12 x 9.25 inches. Some
rubbing and wear to binding exterior. Internally with some toning and soiling.
Bookplate of E.M. Shearer to front endpaper. Comprised of 18 fully handwritten
pages, 8 original drawings and paintings, and 57 mounted and annotated pieces of
ephemera relating to art exhibits, school and social events, musicals and plays.
In 1935, Ethel Shearer would become one of the featured artists at the opening of
the San Francisco Museum of Art as well as at the Oakland Art Gallery one year
later. And she would become a prominent member in the Society of San Francisco
Women Artists. This commonplace book was compiled in her youth, when Shearer
was an aspiring artist working on her craft from the ages of 13 to 17. A fascinating glimpse into the educational
and social events that inspired her work, this scrapbook shows a young woman curious about the nature and
the people around her. Valuing her education and her friends, the young Ethel saves invitations and favors from
various parties with her friends, as well as mounting her report cards across the years. Her main focus, however,
is on drama and art. Alongside material from local drama performances, as well as larger civic performances of
A Midsummer Night's Dream or Peter Pan, Ethel consistently writes brief reviews of what she enjoyed and
what components of the performance were well done. She finds visual inspiration all around her and includes a
range of art pieces, from birds and flowers, to local miners at work, to a self-portrait in her cotillion dress. In
1908, alongside a small painting, she notes, "Sketching a poppy field. Had an audience of two cowboys and a
dog. We brought lettuce sandwiches and salted almonds along." Later that same year, she mounts a drawing of
a child with the annotation "St. Nicholas Ad Competition, August 15. Sept 15 '08 Announcement $3 2nd Prize"
and includes the Judges' letter notifying her of the award and encouraging her continued endeavors. Though she
would later base her career in painting landscapes, this youthful scrapbook captures the process through which Shearer
developed her own aesthetic eye and tastes, and provides a glimpse into the early formation of an artist. SFMA Inaugural
Catalogue. Hughes' Artists in California, 1786-1940. Very Good. (2296) $850

A young woman struggles to balance her career with unpaid domestic labor at home
7.
Ruth Marden.
Pair of diaries documenting two important years in the life of a young woman.
Madison, Maine: 1909, 1919. Pair of diaries, totaling 752 pages in a single hand, both
from Madison, Maine resident and teacher Ruth Marden. Standard Diary and Daily
Reminder (1909): First diary comprised of 371 pages in a single hand, with the
ownership signature of Ruth Marden to header of title page. In addition to 365 detailed
entries for the year, she includes an additional 6 pages of gifts recorded, addresses, and
birthdays to the rear. Red cloth with gilt to spine and front board; all edges gilt. 19091910 calendar endpapers. Measuring 4.5 x 5.75 inches. Documenting her domestic and
family life in her eighteenth year, with information on her education and entry into a
teaching career. Lest We Forget: Being a Book for Ladies' Use (1919): Second diary
comprised of 381 pages in Ruth's more mature hand, documenting the year leading up
to suffrage. In addition to densely packing all 365 entries for the year 1919, she
keeps an additional 16 pages listing gifts, expenses, visits, addresses, pamphlets
distributed, and letters written or received. Green brocade with gilt to front board
and all edges gilt; 1919-1920 calendar endpapers. Measures 4 x 4.75 inches.
Ruth Marden's diaries unfold first when she is age 18 and later when she is age 28,
providing researchers a unique opportunity to study the changes not only in
American society across a decade, but also how they specifically affect one young
woman and her family. In the earlier diary, readers witness Ruth balance school and
family. She lives at home with her parents and siblings, often taking on caretaking
for the toddler Esther and assisting their hired girl Lulu in domestic chores.
Meanwhile, she also attends school, takes music lessons, and opts to continue her
education to become a teacher. Across this year, Ruth's eyes are increasingly opened
to the dangers and unfairness of the world -- from Lulu getting pregnant and
needing someone to "stand up" for her, to witnessing minstrel shows, to seeing her
parents resist the local school's corporal punishment practices. By the second diary, Ruth is a working woman. In addition
to her teaching responsibilities, she continues work with the Eastern Star as well as managing the family's domestic life. It
a balance that seems harder to manage, and throughout she works to maintain patience with her lot. Though she still lives
at home, the family itself has undergone major changes. Her brothers have married and set up their own homes. Esther is
a young teenager coming of age. And the world around them is reeling from the aftermath of the First World War. Her
best friend Clara contracts the 1918 flu, and she documents not only the care she extends, but also her personal fears
about loss.
An exceptionally rich set of documents, containing details about cuisine (both domestic and public), teacher training and
the daily life of female teachers, familial and community relationships in the rural Northeast, religion, politics, the spread
and treatment of disease, the role of female friendships, the links between education and liberal politics, the expansion of
women's mobility and travel, women's fashion and gift giving, and women's reading and activism. (3958)
$2,250
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